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Elizabeth Cochrane Seaman^ (May 5, 1864^ - January 27,1922), better known by her pen name Nellie Bly, was 
an American journalist who was widely known for her record-breaking trip around the world in 72 days, in emulation of 
Jules Verne's fictional character Phileas Fogg , and an expose in which she worked undercover to report on a mental 
institution from within.I 3 ! She was a pioneer in her field, and launched a new kind of investigative journalism.! 4 ] Bly was 
also a writer, industrialist, inventor, and a charity worker. 
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Early life 



Elizabeth Jane Cochran 


Elizabeth Cochran, "Nellie Bly" 

Born Elizabeth Jane 

Cochran 
May 5, 1864 
Cochran's Mills, 
Pennsylvania, United 
States 

Died January 27, 1922 

(aged 57) 

New York, New York, 
United States 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nellie_Bly 


1/11 














6/5/2018 


Nellie Bly - Wikipedia 



At birth she was named Elizabeth Jane Cochran. She was born in 
"Cochran's Mills", now part of the Pittsburg h suburb of Burrell Township, 
Armstrong County, Pennsylvania.! 5 !! 6 !! 7 ! Her father, Michael Cochran, born 
about 1810, started out as a laborer and mill worker before buying the local 
mill and most of the land surrounding his family farmhouse. He later 
became a merchant, postmaster, and associate justice at Cochran's Mills 
(which was named after him) in Pennsylvania. Michael married twice. He 
had 10 children with his first wife, Catherine Murphy, and 5 more children, 
including Elizabeth, with his second wife, Mary Jane Kennedy.! 8 ] Michael 
Cochran's father had immigrated from County Londonderry, Ireland in the 
1790s. 


Nationality American 

Occupation Journalist, novelist, 
inventor 


Spouse(s) 


Awards 


Robert Seaman (m. 
1895-1904, his 
death) 

National Women's 
Hall of Fame (1998) 

Signature 


Nellie Bly working in a factory 
producing boxes 



Notes 

After her marriage, Bly used the name 
"Elizabeth Cochrane Seaman" as seen in 
the signatures on patents she filed. 


As a young girl Elizabeth often was called "Pinky" because she so frequently 
wore that color. As she became a teenager she wanted to portray herself as 
more sophisticated, and so dropped the nickname and changed her surname 
to "Cochrane".! 9 ! she attended boarding school for one term, but after her father's death in 1870 or 1871, was forced to 
drop out due to lack of funds. 

In 1880 Cochrane's mother moved her family to Pittsburgh .! 1 °! A newspaper column entitled "What Girls Are Good For" 
in the Pittsburgh Dispatch that reported that girls were principally for birthing children and keeping house prompted Elizabeth to write a response under the 
pseudonym "Lonely Orphan Girl".! 11 !! 10 ]! 12 ] The editor, George Madden, was impressed with her passion and ran an advertisement asking the author to identify 
herself. When Cochrane introduced herself to the editor, he offered her the opportunity to write a piece for the newspaper, again under the pseudonym "Lonely 
Orphan Girl".! 12 ! Her first article for the Dispatch, entitled "The Girl Puzzle", was about how divorce affected women. In it, she argued for reform of divorce 
laws.! 13 ! Madden was impressed again and offered her a full-time job.! 10 ! It was customary for women who were newspaper writers at that time to use pen names. 
The editor chose "Nellie Bly", adopted from the title character in the popular song "Nelly Bly" by Stephen Foster.! 14 ! Cochrane originally intended that her 
pseudonym be "Nelly Bly", but her editor wrote "Nellie" by mistake and the error stuck.! 15 ! 


Career 


Pittsburgh Dispatch 

As a writer, Bly focused her early work for the Pittsburgh Dispatch on the lives of working women, writing a series of investigative articles on women factory 
workers. However, the newspaper soon received complaints from factory owners about her writing, and she was reassigned to women's pages to cover fashion, 
society, and gardening, the usual role for women journalists, and she became dissatisfied. She then traveled to Mexico to serve as a foreign correspondent. Still only 
21, she spent nearly half a year reporting the lives and customs of the Mexican people; her dispatches later were published in book form as Six Months in 
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Mexico.! 13 ! In one report, she protested the imprisonment of a local journalist for criticizing the Mexican government, then a dictatorship under Porfirio Diaz.! 16 ! 
When Mexican authorities learned of Bly's report, they threatened her with arrest, prompting her to flee the country. Safely home, she accused Diaz of being a 
tyrannical czar suppressing the Mexican people and controlling the press.! 10 ! 

Asylum expose 

Burdened again with theater and arts reporting, Bly left the Pittsburgh Dispatch in 1887 for New York City. Penniless 
after four months, she talked her way into the offices of Joseph Pulitzer's newspaper the New York World, and took an 
undercover assignment for which she agreed to feign insanity to investigate reports of brutality and neglect at the 
Women's Lunatic Asylum on Blackwell's Island.! 17 ! 

Committed to the asylum, Bly experienced the deplorable conditions firsthand. After ten days, the asylum released Bly 
at The World's behest. Her report, later published in book form as Ten Days in a Mad-House, caused a sensation, 
prompted the asylum to implement reforms, and brought her lasting fame.! 1 ! 

Around the world 

In 1888 Bly suggested to her editor at the New York World that she take a trip around the world, attempting to turn the 
fictional Around the World in Eighty Days into fact for the first time. A year later, at 9:40 a.m. on November 14, 1889, 
and with two days’ notice,! 18 ! she boarded the Augusta Victoria, a steamer of the Hamburg America Line,! 19 ! and began 
her 40,070 kilometer journey. 

She took with her the dress she was wearing, a sturdy overcoat, several changes of underwear, and a small travel bag carrying her toiletry essentials. She carried 
most of her money (£200 in English bank notes and gold, as well as some American currency) in a bag tied around her neck.! 20 !! 21 ! 

The New York newspaper Cosmopolitan sponsored its own reporter, Elizabeth Bisland, to beat the time of both Phileas Fogg and Bly. Bisland would travel the 
opposite way around the world, starting on the same day as Bly took off.! 22 !! 23 ! -p 0 sustain interest in the story, the World organized a "Nellie Bly Guessing Match" 
in which readers were asked to estimate Bly’s arrival time to the second, with the Grand Prize consisting at first of a free trip to Europe and, later on, spending 
money for the trip.! 21 !! 24 ! 

During her travels around the world, Bly went through England, France (where she met Jules Verne in Amiens), Brindisi, the Suez Canal, Colombo ( Ceylon ), the 
Straits Settlements of Penang and Singapore, Hong Kong, and Japan. The development of efficient submarine cable networks and the electric telegraph allowed Bly 
to send short progress reports,! 25 ! although longer dispatches had to travel by regular post and thus were often delayed by several weeks.! 24 ! 

Bly travelled using steamships and the existing railroad systems,! 26 ! which caused occasional setbacks, particularly on the Asian leg of her race.! 27 ! During these 
stops, she visited a leper colony in China! 28 !! 29 ! an d, in Singapore, she bought a monkey.! 28 !! 30 ! 



AN INSANITY BXPEBT AT WORK. 

Bly being examined by a psychiatrist 
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A woodcut image of Nellie Bly's 
homecoming reception in Jersey 
City printed in Frank Leslie's 
Illustrated News on February 8, 
1890. 


days.! 34 ! 


As a result of rough weather on her Pacific crossing, she arrived in San Francisco on 
the White Star Line ship RMS Oceanic on January 21, two days behind 
schedule.! 27 !! 31 ^ However, after World owner Pulitzer chartered a private train to 
bring her home, she arrived back in New Jersey on January 25,1890, at 3:51 pm.! 25 ! 

Just over seventy-two days after her departure from Hoboken, Bly was back in New 
York. She had circumnavigated the globe, traveling alone for almost the entire 
journey.! 19 ! Bisland was, at the time, still crossing the Atlantic, only to arrive in New 
York four and a half days later. She also had missed a connection and had to board a 
slow, old ship (the Bothnia ) in the place of a fast ship (Etrurza).! 18 ! Bly's journey was 
a world record, although it was bettered a few months later by George Francis Train, 
whose first circumnavigation in 1870 possibly had been the inspiration for Verne's 
novel. Train completed the journey in 67 days, and on his third trip in 1892 in 60 
days.! 32 !! 33 ! By 1913, Andre Jaeger-Schmidt, Henry Frederick, and John Henry Mears 
had improved on the record, the latter completing the journey in fewer than 36 


Later work 

In 1904 Iron Clad began manufacturing the steel barrel that was the model for the 55-gallon oil drum still in widespread use in 
the United States. Although there have been spurious claims that Bly invented the barrel,! 35 ! the actual inventor is Henry 
Wehrhahn. (U.S. Patents 808,327 and 808,413).! 36 ! 



A publicity photograph 
taken by the New York 
World newspaper to 
promote Bly's around-the- 
world voyage 


Bly was, however, an inventor in her own right, receiving U.S. Patent 697,553 (https://www.google.com/patents/US697553) for a novel milk can and U.S. Patent 
703,711 (https://www.google.com/patents/US703711) for a stacking garbage can, both under her married name of Elizabeth Cochrane Seaman. For a time she was 
one of the leading women industrialists in the United States, but her negligence and embezzlement by a factory manager resulted in the Iron Clad Manufacturing 
Co. going bankrupt.! 37 ! Back in reporting, she wrote stories on Europe's Eastern Front during World War i! 38 ! and notably covered the Woman Suffrage Parade of 
1 91 3. Under the headline "Suffragists Are Men's Superiors", her parade story accurately predicted that it would be 1920 before women in the United States would 
be given the right to vote.! 39 ! 


Personal life and death 


In 1895, Bly married millionaire manufacturer Robert Seaman.! 40 ! Bly was 31 and Seaman was 73 when they married.! 41 ! Due to her husband's failing health, she 
retired from journalism and succeeded her husband as head of the Iron Clad Manufacturing Co., which made steel containers such as milk cans and boilers. In 
1904, Seaman died.! 35 ! 
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Bly died of pneumonia at St. Mark's Hospital in New York City in 1922 at age 57J 41 l She was interred in a modest grave at 
Woodlawn Cemetery in The Bronx, New York CityJ 42 ! Seven years later, Elizabeth Bisland also died of pneumonia, and she was 
buried in the same cemetery. I 43 ! 


Gallery 



Cover of the 1890 board Portrait of a 21-year-old Nellie Bly in her later Bly's grave in Woodlawn 
game Round the World Bly in Mexico years Cemetery 

with Nellie Bly 



Patent for an improved 
Milk-Can 


Legacy 


Dramatic representations 

■ Bly was the subject of the 1946 Broadway musical Nellie Bly, by Johnny Burke and Jimmy Van Heusen. The show ran for 16 performances.I 44 l 

■ Anne Helm appeared as Nellie Bly in the November 21,1960, Tales of Wells Fargo TV episode "The Killing of Johnny Lash". 

■ In 1981, Linda Purl appeared as Bly in a made-for-television movie titled The Adventures of Nellie B/yJ 45 ! 

■ Julia Duffy appeared as Bly in the July 10, 1983 Voyagers! episode "Jack's Back". 

■ In 1998, Lynn Schrichte wrote and toured a one-woman show about Nellie Bly titled Did You Lie, Nellie Bly 

■ A fictionalized account of Bly's around the world trip was used in the 2010 comic book Julie Walker is The Phantom published by Moonstone Books (Story: 
Elizabeth Massie, art: Paul Daly, colors: Stephen Downer).t 47 l 

■ Nellie Bly has been the subject of two episodes of the Comedy Central series Drunk History. The second-season episode "New York City" featured her 
undercover exploits in the Blackwell's Island asylum, with Bly being portrayed by Laura DernJ 48 ! The third-season episode "Journalism" starred Ellie Kemper 
as Bly and retold the story of her race around the world against Elizabeth Bisland (Natasha LeggerojJ 49 ! 

■ A fictionalized account of Bly's experience while committed is used as the basis for the 2013 horror novel Bedlam Stories by Pearry Reginald Teo and 
Christine Converse.I 5 °l 

■ Bly is the protagonist of the 2014 historical murder mystery novel The New Colossus by Marshall Goldberg, published by Diversion BooksJ 51 ! 
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■ A feature film by Pendragon Pictures titled 10 Days in a Madhouse after Bly's expose was released on November 11,2015. The film starring Caroline Barry, 
Christopher Lambert, Kelly Le Brock and Julia Chantrey depicts Bly's experiences on Blackwells Island.I 52 ^ 53 ! 

■ Nellie is the protagonist of the 2015 novel by Dan Jorgensen titled And The Wind Whispered, published by Bygone Era Books.^ 


Eponyms and namesakes 

■ The Nellie Bly Amusement Park in Brooklyn, New York City, was named after her, taking as its theme Around the World in Eighty Days. The park reopened in 
2007I 55 ! under new management, renamed "Adventurers Amusement Park"J 56 J 

■ From early in the twentieth century until 1961, the Pennsylvania Railroad operated a parlor-car only express train between New York and Atlantic City that 
bore the name, Nellie Bly. The train was famously involved in a spectacular wreck in 1901, killing 17 people J 57 l 

■ The New York Press Club confers an annual "Nellie Bly Cub Reporter" journalism award to acknowledge the best journalistic effort by an individual with three 
years or less professional experience. 

■ The board game Round the World with Nellie Bly created in 1890 is named in recognition of her trip.I 58 ! 

■ Nellie Bly Kaleidoscope Shopt 59 ^ in Jerome, AZ, is the world's largest kaleidoscope shop. 

■ "Nelly Bly's Olde Tyme Ice Cream Parlour" is an ice cream shop and restaurant located in Riverton, New Jersey.I 60 ! 


Other recognition 

■ In 1998 Bly was inducted into the National Women's Hall of FameJ 61 ! 

■ Bly was one of four journalists honored with a U.S postage stamp in a "Women in Journalism" set in 2002 J 62 ^ 63 ! 

■ Bly's investigation of the Blackwell's Island insane asylum is dramatized in a 4-D film in the Annenberg Theater at the Newseum in Washington, D.C. 

■ Bly served as inspiration for the character Katherine Plumber from the musical adaptation of Disney's Newsies} 64 ^ 

■ A fictionalized version of Bly as a mouse, named Nellie Brie, is a central character in An American Tail: The Mystery of the Night Monster. 

■ The character of Lana Winters (Sarah Paulson) in American Horror Story: Asylum is inspired by Bly's experience in the asylum.t 65 ] 

■ The character of Maggie Dubois in The Great Race (1965) played by Natalie Wood is loosely inspired by Bly.I 66 ! 

■ Author Carol McCleary has a series of mystery novels starring a fictionalized version of Bly.I 67 ! 

■ In 2010 mystery writer Vicki Lane uses Bly's character to investigate twin mediums/spiritualists in the subplot of her novel, Linder the Skin.I 68 ! 

■ On May 5, 2015, the Google search engine produced an interactive "Google Doodle" for Bly; for the "Google Doodle" Karen O wrote, composed, and recorded 
an original song about Bly and Katy Wu created an animation set to Karen O's music.t 69 ] 

■ Nellie Bly was a subject of Season 2 Episode 5 of The West Wing. First Lady Abbey Bartlet dedicated a memorial in Pennsylvania in honor of Nellie Bly and 
convinced the President to mention Addy and other female historic figures on his weekly radio addressJ 70 ! 

See also 


■ Bicho de Sete Cabegas, 2001 Brazilian film about life in a mental hospital 

■ List of female adventurers 

■ Nellie Bly Cub Reporter Award 
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■ Rosenhan experiment, 1970s, being sane in an insane place 

■ Winifred Bonfils, another pioneering woman journalist 
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